High and low affinity opioid binding sites: relationship to mu and delta sites.
Binding and pharmacological studies suggest a common opiate and enkephalin binding site in addition to their previously reported selective sites. This common high affinity site has tentatively been named mu1, distinguishing it from the morphine-selective site (mu2) and enkephalin-selective site (delta). The existence of this additional common high affinity site and its association with opiate and opioid peptide analgesia may help explain some pharmacological observations, such as the cross tolerance between morphine and enkephalin analgesia and the lack of cross tolerance between them in the guinea pig ileum and mouse vas deferens bioassays.